SPRING TOUR IN SOUTHERN SPAIN

AN INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH CULTURE, GASTRONOMY:& GARDENS
(Small exclusive group tour 6-12 people)

L

The Andalusia of legends is brought to life on this dream trip. This Spring tour is the perfect introduction to the gastronomy, culture and gardens
of Southern Spain. This season is truly the best time to visit our beautiful corner of the world, flowers are in full bloom and there’s an ambiance of
celebration in the air.

As you explore Southern Spain and discover its hidden treasures, allow yourself to be captivated by its finest flourishing gardens and inspired

by the countless fragrant orange trees that line the cobblestoned streets of Andalusia's ancient cities.

We invite you to delve into this unique and immersive opportunity to explore our historical heritage, and to visit the best selection of Moorish,

Renaissance and Tropical gardens in this culturally rich corner of Spain.

SUMMARY (8 days) What’s Included? What’s not Included?
Start & End Point: Malaga e All private transfers ® |nternational Air Flights
e 4-star Boutique hotels ® Medical/Travel Insurance
1 Night Ronda
e Breakfasts & all meals mentioned in the itinerary e Meals & Drinks, other than those
2 Night Sevilla ® Fluent English speaking Tour Leader mentioned in the itinerary
2 Nights Cordoba e Fluent English speaking art historian guide
2 Nights Granada ® Skip the line access
e Tips & Gratuities
HIGHLIGHTS
° Small exclusive group tour (6-12 people maximum)
o Experience the vibrant beauty of Andalucia in spring, where blooming flowers and the sweet scent of orange blossom create an enchanting
atmosphere.
o Admire the flourishing gardens of Ronda, be awed by views over the gorge and savour lunch paired with local wines.
o Explore the unique architectural treasures of Andalucia with skip-the-line access and guided tours of Cérdoba’s Mezquita, Granada’s Alhambra

Palace and Sevilla’s Gothic Cathedral.

o Immerse yourself in the beauty of Concepcion Botanical Gardens in Malaga and the mudejar gardens of Portocarrero Palace.

° Enjoy the soul and duende of the purest flamenco in Seville and watch prancing Andalucian horses at an equestrian show in Cérdoba.

o Savour a truly unique tasting experience blending edible flowers with local sherry.

° Leamn about traditional olive oil production and Andalucian wines by visiting handpicked family farms & boutique wineries in Montilla.

° Enjoy intimate and exclusive tours of private patios in Cérdoba and mansion houses where locals invite you to share food and wine.

o Stay in characterful historic buildings converted into charming and cosy accommodation for a real feel of Andalucian architecture.

o Explore under-the-radar treasures and insider secrets possible only because of our local connections and knowledgeable guides.
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ITINERARY

DAY 1: Malaga

Meet & Greet. Concepcion Botanical Gardens
The time and meeting place (either Malaga Maria Zambrano raviNg
be confirmed 30 days before the trip departure.

After meeting your tour leader and group, we will take you to La Concepcion Botanical Gardens,
located just 6 km outside Malaga city centre. These gardens are a tropical paradise with over
800 species.

After your 1.5h guided tour of the gardens with a botanic expert, we will drive you to the
picturesque town of Ronda on a beautiful scenic road connecting the Mediterranean coast and

the Serrania mountains.

Check-in at your dramatically located hotel in Ronda which overlooks the Tajo gorge and cliffs.

Free evening & welcome dinner

After settled in your room, it's time to relax and enjoy a nice welcome dinner with amazing views

The Concepcion botanical and historical gardens were initially created in 1855 by the Marquis of Casa Loring «
subsequently expanded by their second odzcbes;aheetcfaudyriavho acquired the estatddrallp1tieClagdver
gardens of historical and artistic importance in 1943 and have now achieved the SBi@S @RatildiriBwfding of
Cultural Interest). In 1990, they were taken over by Malaga city council and were opened to the public on

Meals included: Dinner

DAY 2: Ronda & Sevilla

Moming: Ronda’s Gardens

After breakfast and check-out you will enjoy a lovely walk along the Alameda del Tajo: a public garden from
the 19th century which houses a wonderful selection of full-grown trees typical to the Malagefio ornamental
gardening style. Your walk will end at the city's most famous viewpoint which offers impressive views of the

imposing gorge below.

Finally youll visit the Casa don Bosco, a modernist palace built at the beginning of the 20th century. It is
worth highlighting its beautiful interior patio decorated with Nasrid flooring and a large collection of ceramics

from the region; as well as its tapestries dating from the 19th century and its magnificent walnut furniture, the
fireplace in its main living room is the clearest example of Ronda’s craftsmanship in the purest Castilian style. The gardens are very interesting, due to its placement,

being a natural balcony on to the mountains.

Lunch (included) will be served with stunning views over the bridge. You will have the opportunity to sample

Ronda's fantastic local wines as well. .
Afternoon: Transfer to Sevilla

After lunch, it's on to Sevilla (aprx. 1h 45mins) where you will be staying at a beautiful hotel located right in the

city center.

Ronda IS @ mountaintop city that sits in the heart of the Serrania de Rondgg:
and surrounded by lush river valleys, it is a place that is absolutely brea®
t h e -@mturyyneéwsowrliron its Moorish old town. Puente Nuevo, a
has a | ookout offering s tcenmmymbulin

one of the city’s most recogni @



Evening: Flamenco show & dinner

Flamenco venue and dinner. Your tour guide will meet you at the lobby of your hotel to take you to
one of the most emblematic "Tablaos" in Sevilla. With more than 40 years of experience this

"Tablao" offers the purest Flamenco you can find in Andalusia.

Probably the best place in Sevilla to live the excitement and duende of flamenco. Prior to the
performance, a la carte dinner with dishes of high Andalusian cuisine will be served (all drinks are

included).

Towards the end of the dinner, the show will start and last approximately 1.30h. This show

features up to 15 of the most professional flamenco artists in the whole Spain.

Excitement and enjoyment are guaranteed!

Some cities blast you away, others skavily dvdagos andrseduces you. Its historic centre lorded over by a c
cathedral, is an intoxicating mix of resplendent Mudéjar palaces, baroque churches daepatimeling nmeegieva
and intensity of this@dntdries r adi ti on al i ve whil st @tal and, la@rea 16th |
century metropolis rich on the back of New World trade.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

DAY 3: Sevilla

Morning: Sevilla guided tour

After breakfast, meet your local art historian guide in the lobby of the hotel to embark you on a 3h
guided walking tour of the historical centre of Sevilla (one of the largest in Europe), including the
Casa Pilatos (XV century Andalus palace and courtyards with a harmonious mixture of Mudéjar,
Gothic and Renaissance styles), the Barrio de Santa Cruz (the old Jewish quarter with a labyrinth
of tiny alleys and white houses with traditional Moorish courtyards), the Reales Alcazares gardens
(an active Royal residence boasting impressive gardens and fountains from the XIV century) and

finally the great Cathedral (the third largest Gothic cathedral in the world). The tour will finish at the

Giralda tower (Cathedral's bell tower), where you can walk up to the very top (104 m high over
ramps, no steps) at your own pace. Later your tour guide will meet you by the exit gate of the Cathedral for a 2h tapas tour, the Sevilla way!!
Free afternoon (suggestions)

Murillo gardens

Take a magical afternoon tea experience at one of the oldest & most beautiful hotels in  Sevilla

(Alfonso XIlI, purely mudejar style)
Arabian spa
Shopping

Metropol panoramic view (the wooden mushrooms, Plaza Encarnacion)....

and intensity of thisedntdries r adi ti on alive whilst aristocrat.
showcase Moorish capital andetatey, mdBdpolis rich on the back of New World trade.



Optional activity for the evening*: Unique Feria experience FERIA DE ABRIL (Sevilla’s April fair)
*As this is an event that changes dates every year, this activity may not always be available.

We will inform you when this tour coincides with the April fair.

This is a private tour with a local flamenco & culinary guide (Length: 4h)

Additional cost to the tour price:peome3s0reuros

Ready for a truly local immersion evening?

This week Sevilla is celebrating its main Spring festival, its famous Feria! This is a unique
opportunity and for that reason we have arranged the most exclusive experience to hopefully make

it one of the highlights of your trip: you will live the Feria like locals do!

Your local flamenco guide together with your tour leader (2 very Andalucia girls!) will take you to the
Arenal Fairground by horse and carriage! (the distance from your hotel to the horse carriage pick up is approx. 10 min walk).

Once at the fairground, you will experience the atmosphere and local vibe by entering a couple of the public casetas (booths) this is where
the locals eat, drink, dance and pretty much socialize. Do not be shy, time to let your hair down,

dance and enjoy yourself.

It is Feria time and you are in good hands!! You will be sampling local tapas and drinks, such as
rebujito, the typical drink of the April Fair (a mix of Manzanilla sherry and Seven Up, all included in

the price).

When it's time to head back to the hotel the walk is approximately 40 mins, or we can call a taxi

(cost not included)

Local tips for the Feria:

® Dress code: smart (if possible, dress or skirt for the ladies and shirt and trousers for the men.

As our local guide says: " a la feria se va guapo or guapa". You go to the feria looking both handsome and gorgeous!)
o Keep hydrated

® Take a Spanish fan

La Feria de Abril (the April fair), the creme de la creme of Spanish festivals, beains today!

As the temperatures rise and the orange trees begin to flower, two v .; HLY
Sant&evillanos get together for theaRaaiandal Aletdpration of food, fun ’ '
This is when the locals take the importunity to wear their finest tradit - )
drink sherry .. Hit S S 4

The April fair, like nmotfaggion, stiidéyg as a cattle fair, it has since ¢
become a very popular and international event, where peopiilcihee
hours.
These days more than a thousan
them private with limited access for visitors and tourists, but don't wi
public “casetas”, where you ca
traditional cost ume, dancing t
alsoullfights every afternoon at the Plaza de Toros de la Maestranza.

e mg

Si C
L me r

Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch



DAY 4: Sevilla & Portocarrero

Morning: Maria Luisa Park & Plaza de Espaiia (Sevilla)

After breakfast, meet your local art historian guide in the lobby of the hotel for a private guided visit g
to M? Luisa Park and the spectacular Plaza de Espafia.
After your tour, you'll head to Portocarrero (aprx 1h 15mins), located in Palma del Rio, right in

between the historic cities of Cordoba and Sevilla, by the riverbank of the Guadalquivir.

Afternoon: Portocarrero Palace - Visit, tasting & lunch
You will enjoy a private guided tour of the Palace, courtyards, and gardens. This lovely visit will be

completed with a tasting of delicious fresh orange juice from the orchards and a light lunch in the palace.

Cristina Ybarra, the current owner has her main art studio inside the Palace and she is always pleased to show and share her artwork with those

discerning travellers who are interested in painting.
After this magical escape to paradise, it's on to your hotel in Cordoba (aprx. 1h).
Evening Equestrian Show in Cordoba

Tonight you will enjoy a marvellous equestrian exhibition in which pure bred Spanish horses are
the main protagonists. The stage; an emblematic and magical historical building, once the
birthplace of the Andalusian Horse and now an unparalleled setting for this enchanting 1-hour
equestrian show. The Royal Stables are located next to the Royal Alcazar and just a 5 mins walk
from your hotel.

After the show, you can have dinner (cost not included) at one of the local restaurants in the

nearby and authentic "San Basilio" district.

CordbaWd@ s an i mportant Roman cit yN , P
known for La Mezquita, an immense mosque dating from 784 A.D.| '} )\ ﬁ F 4 all
and older Byzantine mosaics. After it became a Catholic chtwemmzaasammmmm?th century.

The rich historyatdhagero pPalace goes back 2000 years to Roman times making this palace a real gem to be
century castle is surrounded by Almohadevalisyfrehethtéhé2thilding used as a

Alcazar/fort@aseed by just two families over the past 700wears (ith
family) having lived here for GlyeRalattenseclared a site of cultural
Hispaoabic gardens complete with the original Ar&drgeigatios it

filming location"&Kingwom of Heaven".

The emblematic and historic buildingruyhisashe uges fitnended in 1578
Felipe Il, a great horse lover with the dream of making a pure Spa

Meals included: Breakfast & lunch



DAY 5: Cordoba

Cordoba highlights: Viana Palace, Jewish quarter and the Great Mosque/Cathedral

Your local guide will pick you up at your hotel and will take you for a walking tour of apr 3 hrs to
explore the nicest gardens and courtyards of Cérdoba.

You will first visit the Palacio de Viana in the Santa Marina neighbourhood, a 17th- century manor
with 13 interconnected delightful patios and gardens.

Then it's time to explore the old town and its Jewish quarter including, of course, a guided visit to
the famed Mosque/Cathedral (La Mezquita), a monumental site which encapsulates this city's

identity like few other buildings can, with the layers of its beautifully complex history visibly

integrated in its walls and bearing the marks of the various and diverse cultures and civilizations

that helped shape this fascinating city.
Lunch will be served at a lovely patio house located in the heart of the Jewish quarter.
Evening: Exploring San Basilio, Patios & Flower tasting

This 2h experience includes a short orientation walk to explore one of the most popular areas of
Cordoba, the San Basilio quarter, where you will admire the architecture and unique decoration
of some of the most representative courtyards (“Patios”) declared Intangible Cultural Heritage by

the Unesco in 2012.

Have you ever wondered what a carnation, a pansy, a Snapdragon or a rose petal taste like? Well,
today, you will also have the unique opportunity of attending an amazing flower tasting to find out.
This very interesting and totally different experience makes us pioneer in offering something like
this in Andalucia. All the flowers you will be tasting are totally edible and will be paired with two

excellent local wines, "sherry" style (Palo Cortado and sweet Pedro Ximenez). This experience

is an absolute must-try for any flower lover visiting Cordoba in Springtime!

cordoba IS @reat cultural reference point in Europe thanks to the varisettl€ilidematighs th didiboegtoRoman,
Muslim, Jewish, and Christian). Very few places in the world can boast of having bead|tbedypitalpitbh Ro
of an Arab Sta&ted#Us) and a Caliphate and such splendor is palpable in the intelledbirdh \wé plibnaigms city
figures such as Séneca, Averroes and Maimonides.

The city famously hewgesthesymbol of the worldly, sophisticated culture that flourished here more than a
Cordoba was western Europe's largest city. The Great Mosque of Cordobalsistiperss@rtie and height ¢
achievements for its time. It was, in fact, an WWgsigantstdioenag dom the 8th toTthéeatiudarsergurable
testimony of the Caliphate of Corttheb@aestceantd@erhatic monuments of Islamic architectundagithatiea sattend
the Holy Mosque in Mecca.

A stunning Renaissance palace set arounsel2deantifid pgiesiculass
delight to visit in spring. Occupied by the aristocratic Marqueses de’
building is packed with art and antiquethabhelalianz Redaibetsque a
immensely beawtifuevocative names like the Patio of the Gardener:
the Iron Bars, or the Orange Trees. It also has a garden covering a
style with touches reminiscent of the Arab culture. ;
The Roman traditionpdéithem, combined withctiieiMaorSbrdoba, gav™
th@ndalusian courtyard or patio; @ protected interior area that served as th e

people’s soci al and family [ -
keeping local homestaoel. peitb decoration took on a life all its ownb
in May, these patios compete and their doors are opened to everyd i

Meals included: Breakfast & lunch



DAY 6: Montilla-Moriles

Smell & Taste the Andalusian countryside

Morning

After breakfast, we will make our way to our next destination, but before heading to Granada, we
stop at a couple of interesting places in the heart of the Andalusian countryside surrounded by

hundred year-old olive groves...

First stop is a family-run olive oil mill in Montilla where you will discover the full process of olive
oil making. You will enjoy a tour of the family groves and learn about the different characteristics,

culinary uses and health benefits of olive oil followed by a tasting of two of their delicious varieties

along with freshly baked bread made by the very same family!

Then, it's on to the lovely local family-run boutique winery located right in the heart of the Sierra de Montilla, a stunning rural landscape with
endless vineyards and rolling hills. Upon arrival, you will be welcomed by a truly passionate viticulturist who will lead you through their family
vineyards, private garden and wine cellar while telling you about the history of this recently restored ancestral property as well as the unique grape

variety that grows exclusively in this region, the popular and worldwide known "Pedro Ximenez".

You will also learn about the entire process and aging system of these singular dry and sweet wines, a process that is probably the oldest

in Spain.

The visit will end with a delicious tasting of some of these varieties paired

with homemade lunch (included) showcasing some of the region's best products.
Afternoon: Transfer to Granada

After lunch you will be transferred to Granada (aprx. 2h drive).

Evening: Orientation walk in Granada

After checking into your hotel in Granada's city centre, you will have some free time to freshen up
and relax before meeting up with the group and your tour guide again to go on your orientation

walk of Granada’s city centre (1.5hrs) so you could get the bearings and the feel of the city.

A great way to complete this evening tour would be with a tasting of some of the local tapas at

some of the most emblematic taverns in town. We invite you to join us for a fun evening to try the

best food and wine (this is an optional meal that is not included).

Did you knoBihat isihest producer of olive oil in the world and tH&Q% of Spanish
production is made in Andalusia? The history dabdheeRfibtkiesan
civilizations settled in the Iberian Peninsula ovenBthyeatdiye.
Spanish cudameot be ovelstdésiactually refer to it as "liquid gold”. S
ambundance of grapemakiiﬂtjﬁﬂiﬂhﬁlargest wine producers in the world.

Théandscape of the Designation of Origin wh&zes®Xisoavg asd th

is a blinding AVbitgaahite marl composed of clay, calcium knexunalief
moisture retention is very significant as this area is hotter thanTdlengg
wineries ovibietHldoril&8ine Route where the undisputed star is the g
variety and in which the biological aging (for the Fino wine) and the
Amontillados, Olorosos, and Pedro Ximénez) take part following th

Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch



DAY 7: Granada
The wonders of the Alhambra & the Albaycin

Free morning

You'll have a free morning to explore Granada at your own pace and perhaps do a bit of shopping
too. You might enjoy a leisurely stroll along the Darro River promenade or wander down Gran Via
de Colon. Take time to visit the impressive Cathedral and Royal Chapel, or step into La Madraza
Palace, a former Moorish library and university from the 13th century. The Alcaiceria, a small souk-
style market, is a great spot for browsing local crafts, while nearby plazas like Bib-Rambla and
Plaza del Carmen (home to the City Hall) offer lively atmospheres. For scenic views and a peaceful

setting, consider visiting Carmen de los Martires, a beautiful 19th-century house with gardens

overlooking the city. If you feel like unwinding, the Hamman Al Andalus offers authentic Arabian
baths and relaxing massages. You can also explore the Realejo Jewish quarter or venture up to the Sacromonte gypsy caves for a glimpse into

Granada’s flamenco heritage.

You'll have time to enjoy a light lunch on your own before meeting the group at the hotel for the afternoon guided tour of the Alhambra.

Afternoon: Alhambra guided tour

Meet your art historian guide at the lobby of your hotel to take you to the Alhambra (transportation

from hotel to Alhambra is included)

You will enjoy a guided tour* of aprx 3hrs during which you will discover one of the most brilliant
jewels of universal architecture: the magnificent Moorish Alhambra Palace and its beautiful
Generalife gardens. The Alhambra is a series of palaces and gardens built under the Nazari
Dynasty in the 14th century. This mighty compound of buildings — including the summer palace
called Generalife, with its fountains and gardens - stands at the foot of Spain's highest mountain

range, the Sierra Nevada, and overlooks the city below and the fertile plain of Granada.

After the guided tour of the Alhambra, you may either walk back to your hotel (approximately 20-30

minutes downhill) or take a taxi (about a 10-minute ride).

Once back at the hotel, you'll have some free time to freshen up and relax before the farewell dinner.
*All skip the line tickets will be provided by your local guide on the day of the tour.

Farewell dinner in the Albaycin quarter to say good bye to Granada and Andalusia.

The Alhambrai S~ G+aannda cEmve $ettpréo’ Meorish culture, a plac

fountains trickle, leaves rustle, and ancient spirits seem to mysteric t,
part World Heritage site, part lesson in medieval architecture, the A

nevemding line of expectant visitors. The Generalife was intended
described inthg(Kbranh aded, | eafy gar den
may take their rest under tall canopies).

Granada Was first settled by native tribes in the prehistoric period and ks
Romans colonized southern Spain, they built their own city here arfia "**v,,
invading the peninsula in the 8th century, gave it its current name ( =

city to fall to the Christians in 1492, at the hands of Queen Isabel o

Ferdinand of Aragon.

Meals included: Breakfast & dinner



DAY 8: Transfer back to Malaga

Morning:

After breakfast and check-out, you will be transferred to Malaga either the airport, the train station

or the city centre, depending on the rest of your travel plans.

Meals included: Breakfast

End of your trip

Unfortunately all good things must come to and end.... We hope you enjoyed this small group tour with us.

PRO TIP

We recommend arriving a couple of days before our Spring Tour in Southern
Spain begins to settle in, adjust to the time zone, and start enjoying Spain at a

relaxed pace before the official itinerary starts.

If you would also like to extend your journey beyond the group tour, we
would be delighted to create a customised itinerary to help you explore more of

Andalucia or other regions of Spain at your own pace.

Let us know your interests and travel dates, and we’ll be happy to assist with

any pre- or post-tour arrangements.

NEXT EXIT




PRICE & INCLUSIONS
Spring Tour in Southern Spain

justexplore
holidays&tours

ACCOMMODATION TRANSPORT (all included)

At Just Explore we understand one of the biggest worries when Luxury AC vehicle with driver and tour leader for the duration of the

tour
booking a holiday is the standard for your hotel. That's why we only
. . . Luggage:
use pre-viewed character hotels with great locations to help you relax
We advise packing light and recommend bringing the following
and enjoy your stay with us.
luggage so we can ensure that all bags fit in our vehicle (minivan or
Your accommodation will be made up of:
minibus):
4-star Boutique hotels with double or twin rooms sharing . . .
1 medium size suitcase (43x28x66 cm / 17'x11'x26" )
Breakfasts included - All centrally located
1 carry on bag and/or backpack
Air conditioning - En-suite bathrooms

If you are traveling longer and need to bring more than this please
(20% supplement applies for single occupancy) you veling fong "9 s P

GUIDED VISITS & TOURS (all entrance fees included) MEALS & SHOWS (all included)

Malaga - Concepcion Botanicals Gardens visit 5 lunches and 3 dinners (generous and delicious including all
Ronda - Gardens & historical city tour beverages)

Seville - Orientation walk + Historical city tour Flamenco performance

Cordoba - City tour with Viana Palace & Mosque/Cathedral Equestrian Show

Portocarrero Palace - Guided tour with light lunch
Montilla Olive oil & Wine - Visit, tasting and lunch

Granada - Orientation walk + Alhambra + Albaycin walk

Assistance During Your Trip

Full support & assistance on hand 24/7

As with all our clients we will provide you with maps, a list of recommended places to visit, bars & restaurants etc. to help you enjoy the authentic
Spain whilst you're exploring at your leisure.

Insurance

We recommend that all travelers take out there own private medical & travel insurance whilst traveling to avoid any unforeseen expenses...

Tips

Basic tips* (driver, restaurants, hotels and local guides) are included.

*Additional gratuities can be given at the sole discretion of each individual traveler.

Please Note: PRICE* (Per person)
The ab iti h t time due to ci t

e above itinerary may change at any time due to circumstances 4,900 Euros
beyond our control. We will duly advise of any such changes as soon *Single supplement +20%

as possible. * Subject to our standard terms & conditions (full details on separa

Wdza i 9ELX 2NB | 2f ARF&a 9 ¢2dzNB {]
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